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Statutes of the Emmanuel Community 
 

PREAMBLE 

 

 

 

The Emmanuel Community is an association of the faithful of all states of life, born from the 
current of grace that is Catholic Charismatic Renewal.  

The Community takes its name from Scripture: “Behold! The Virgin is with child and will give 
birth to a son whom they will call Emmanuel, a name which means “God with us”” (Mt 1:23). 

EMMANUEL is “GOD WITH US”, present in daily life. 

The Emmanuel Community’s vocation is rooted in the mystery of the Incarnation and is 
fundamentally secular. Its members, laity and clergy, wish to place Jesus at the centre of their 
lives and are called to live in the world without being of the world. All receive the same call 
to holiness and to announce the Gospel (see Lumen gentium, 5). 

All Emmanuel Community members seek sanctification in ordinary life, family life and 
professional life, some among them in celibacy for the Kingdom or in ordained ministry. 

a. The Community’s profound grace comes from Eucharistic Adoration of God truly 
present among us: “EMMANUEL”. 
 
From this Adoration comes compassion for all who are dying of hunger, materially or 
spiritually. From this compassion comes the thirst to evangelise1 throughout the 
whole world, especially among the poorest of the poor. 
 

b. The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit, listening to the Word of God, devotion to Mary, 
Mother of God, sacramental and liturgical life, and the communion among states of 
life – all foundations of community2 and apostolic life – help the Community take 
root in the life of the Church itself. 

 
1. Note on vocabulary: in these statutes the terms ‘to evangelise’, ‘evangelisation’ and ‘mission’ refer to 
announcing the Good News while respecting individual religious freedom (cf. canon 748 § 2 of the Code of Canon 
Law (CIC) and canon 586 of the Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches (CCEO). 
2. Note on vocabulary: the term ‘community’ is not taken here in the limited sense of a community living under 
one roof, or of a religious community, but in the broad sense of an association inspired by a community spirit. 
Also, in these statutes, the term ‘community’ never refers to religious life but always to associative life as it is 
proposed in canons 298-320 (CIC) and canons 573-583 (CCEO). 
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c. The Ecclesiology of Communion, and in particular the communion between baptismal 
priesthood and ministerial priesthood3 lived in the complementarity of states of life, 
is at the heart of the spiritual, fraternal and missionary life of Emmanuel Community 
members. 

d. Among the Emmanuel Community’s Catholic members, some can receive a specific 
call. At the heart of the Community, the Fraternity of Jesus proposes self-giving 
through a consecration4, accompanied by a commitment of availability for mission in 
the Community framework. This consecration, baptismal in type, is made in the spirit 
and following the procedures described below in paragraphs f., g. and h. As for all 
members of the Community, those who journey in the Fraternity of Jesus are called to 
holiness according to Emmanuel’s own charism. Also, whatever their state of life, they 
receive a call to give themselves to Christ in a definitive way within the Community in 
order to support its foundations, its daily life and its mission of evangelisation. The 
Fraternity of Jesus is thus the depositary of the Emmanuel Community’s vocation and 
of faithfulness to its charism. 

e. The Fraternity of Jesus takes its name from two texts of Scripture: “With one heart all 
these were joined constantly in prayer, together with some women, including Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus, and with his brothers” (Acts 1:14); and “Here are my mother and 
my brothers. Anyone who does the will of God, that person is my brother and sister 
and mother” (Mark 3:34-35). Being brothers and sisters to Jesus means wishing to be 
in profound communion with him and loving one’s brethren with the love of his own 
Heart. 

Emmanuel Community members who journey in the Fraternity of Jesus are called in 
a particular way to take Mary into their lives and place their whole lives under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

“I shall remove the heart of stone from your bodies and give you a heart of flesh 
instead. I shall put my Spirit in you” (Ezekiel 36:26-27). 

f. Consecration in the Fraternity of Jesus is a voluntary renewal of baptismal 
consecration (see Lumen gentium, 10) as a complete self-giving, lived in the Emmanuel 
Community, with a view to a commitment of availability for the Lord, for His Church 
and for evangelisation. It expresses the will to be consumed by God’s love. It is lived 
out, firstly, in deepening the graces of the Emmanuel Community. 

This consecration is made to Jesus, present in the Eucharist, in the grace of the Heart 
of Jesus, according to the tradition of Paray-le-Monial. 

 
3. Cfr. VATICAN COUNCIL II, Constitution Lumen gentium, 10: “Though they differ from one another in essence and 
not only in degree, the common priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial or hierarchical priesthood are 
nonetheless interrelated: each of them in its own special way is a participation in the one priesthood of Christ”. 
4. Note on vocabulary: The term ‘consecration’ is used here in the sense of consecration of the baptised 
according to Lumen gentium: “The baptised, by regeneration and the anointing of the Holy Spirit are s to be a 
spiritual house and a holy priesthood...” (Lumen gentium, 10). 
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g. This consecration includes a commitment of availability for the Emmanuel 
Community’s mission. This availability is first of all a decision offer oneself radically 
to the will of God through responsibilities, services or missions requested by the 
Community. 

h. In this way, Emmanuel Community members who are consecrated in the Fraternity of 
Jesus have as their goal welcoming the fire of Christ’s love and radiating it, first of all 
in the Community and, with the Community, wherever they may be sent. 

GENERAL NORMS 

I. NATURE AND OBJECT 

1. The Emmanuel Community is an international public association of the faithful of 
all states of life (in conformity with canons 298-320 and 327-329 CIC) who desire 
to commit together in a secular life that is both contemplative and apostolic within 
the Catholic Church. It’s head-quarters are at 18 boulevard du Général Koenig, 
92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine, France. 

Oriental Catholic Faithful who are members of the Community follow the 
discipline of their respective Churches and respect their diverse ritual traditions 
(see canon 40 §§ 2-3 CCEO). 

All members, laity and clerics, recognise each other mutually as brothers and 
sisters in Christ, each with the same call to holiness and to the proclamation of the 
Gospel. 

They wish to fulfil this call each according to their state of life and ministry. They 
commit to forming together one single Community, and promise each other active 
material, fraternal and spiritual assistance in the life of holiness and the 
proclamation of the Kingdom of God. 

2. According to the spirit described in the Preamble, the graces of Adoration, 
Compassion and Evangelisation to which the Community aspires, are drawn from 
the sacraments – particularly the Eucharist (or Divine Liturgy) and Reconciliation 
– from personal and community prayer, from openness of heart to the Holy Spirit, 
and from trust in the Virgin Mary, Mother of Emmanuel. 

3. Through fraternal life and activities undertaken together, the Community seeks 
the sanctification of its members and takes part in the “general apostolic goal of 
the Church.”5 

This participation in the Church’s mission particularly associates the Community 
with: 

 
5. VATICAN COUNCIL II, Decree Apostolicam actuositatem, 19 : “… aliae finem generalem apostolicum Ecclesiae sibi 
proponunt…” 
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–  evangelisation of believers and non-believers (while fully respecting the right 
of each individual to religious freedom);  

–  evangelisation of culture; 

–  service of the sick and the poor; 

–  education, and human and spiritual formation, particularly for young people 
and children; 

–  service for the promotion of the family, of the Social Teaching of the Church and 
of integral ecology. 

All these activities, including those that are cultural, educational, charitable or 
social, are carried out explicitly in the Name of Jesus Christ and are accompanied 
by the proclamation of the Good News, according to the faith of the Catholic 
Church. They are enlightened by the teaching of the Church, in trusting 
submission to its Magisterium.  

II - MEMBERS, PROBATION, COMMITMENT 

4. Following canons 316 CIC and 580 CCEO, commitment in the Community is open 
to those persons who are baptised and confirmed in the Catholic Church, who 
have reached an adult age according to canon law6 and national law, who have 
completed a probationary period (see art. 11), who adhere to the spirit of the 
Community and have been expressly approved by the Moderator General and the 
International Council of the Community (hereafter called Council or International 
Council, see arts. 38-42) or by their local representatives, specially mandated for 
this purpose.  

5. None of the commitments, consecrations or availabilities for mission mentioned 
in these statutes – for either the Emmanuel Community or the Fraternity of Jesus 
– are made under penalty of sin. 

6. The Community includes members from all states of life (see canons 298 and 307 
CIC and canon 578 CCEO): 

– laity, married or single; 

– men and women committed in celibacy for the Kingdom; 

– seminarians and deacons preparing for priesthood; 

– permanent deacons; 

– priests from the Latin Church or from Oriental Catholic Churches. 

For clerics belonging to sui iuris Oriental Churches, care will be taken to respect 
observance of their own rite (see canon 28 CCEO) while maintaining what is set 
out in canon 674 CCEO. 

 
6. Canons 97 CIC and 909 §§ 1-2 CCEO - eighteen years of age. 
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7. Clerics already incardinated in a diocese or eparchy can commit as associate 
clerics (see art. 27). 

8. Persons already committed in consecrated life according to canons 573-746 CIC 
and canons 572 and 410 CCEO can commit as associate members in the 
Emmanuel Community, while respecting their specific obligations and with the 
written consent of their superiors7. 

9. Baptised non-Catholics cannot be approved for ordinary commitment in the 
Community.  

However, they can participate as “associate brothers and sisters” in the life and 
graces of the Community in so far as: 

–  they recognise in the Community a call from God for themselves; 

–  they declare themselves ready to respect the Catholic Church in its Mystery, 
identity, teaching and sacramental practice; 

–  they are able to participate significantly in the graces of the Community and in 
its life and requirements, in a manner compatible with the respect and loyalty 
due to the Church or ecclesial community to which they belong. 

In this spirit, they undertake a time of probation and are approved as associate 
brothers or sisters, following a procedure analogous to the one set out in article 
4. 

After agreement with the Moderator General and the International Council of the 
Community and their local representatives specifically mandated for this 
purpose, they make a particular commitment that specifies their participation in 
community life and the respect for ties with their own Church or ecclesial 
community. They do not take part in the government of the Community and they 
do not have responsibilities in formation. 

10. The Community includes members in probation, committed members – be they 
consecrated or not in the Fraternity of Jesus – and, with a special status, associate 
members, associate brothers and sisters, and associate clerics. Associate 
members, brothers and sisters, and clerics are not eligible for membership of 
Zone Advisory Committees and do not have the right to vote. 

Persons adhering to the Community’s orientations but not able to follow all its 
obligations for objective reasons can, nonetheless, be approved for commitment 
as associate members, with the agreement of the Moderator General or the 
Moderator’s delegate. 

 
7. For religious, cf. canons 307 § 3 CIC and 578 § 3 CCEO. This does not apply to monks of Catholic Oriental Rite: 
canons 433-504 CCEO.  
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PROBATION 

11. Commitment is preceded by a probationary period whose length and stages are 
fixed by internal norms approved and revisable by the International Council of 
the Community, after consultation of the Council of the Fraternity of Jesus. 

These probationary steps are made with the agreement of the Moderator General 
or of his or her local representative. 

12. Persons preparing for baptism can be admitted for probation but not for 
commitment. 

COMMITMENT 

13. Commitment in the Emmanuel Community is made for one year. It is renewed 
annually. 

Commitment and Renewal are done in the midst of the brothers and sisters, 
before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, in the presence of the local coordinators. 

Commitment includes the following formula: “I…. commit in the Emmanuel 
Community”. 

III. LIFE, RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS FOR MEMBERS 

14. Emmanuel Community members commit to a fraternal, contemplative and 
apostolic life in the world, and in everyday life. 

15. Emmanuel Community members commit, as far as is possible, to: 

–  a long time of daily adoration (Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament where 
possible); 

– daily participation in the Eucharist, respecting liturgical prescriptions and 
members’ own traditions. For priests, daily celebration8; 

–  a daily prayer of praise, celebrated joyously and, where possible, in 
community; 

–  regular reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

16. Emmanuel Community members commit to a community life which fosters a 
spirit of adoration, compassion and evangelisation. 

This community life is secular, adapted to daily life in the world and to each 
member’s personal situation. 

Each member of the Community takes part in a maisonnée (or household). 
Emphasis is given to fraternal life, sharing the Word of God, sanctification, 
compassion and apostolic life. The frequency and procedures of these meetings 

 
8. Canons 904 CIC and 378 CCEO. 
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are fixed by internal norms approved by the International Council of the 
Community. 

Equally, each member takes part in monthly local community meetings. 

17. There can be residential households. In this case, there can be no common 
residency for single people of different sexes. Separate apartments, even if 
situated in the same building, constitute, in this sense, separate residencies. 

18. Each member of the Community adheres to the orientations proposed by the 
Moderator General and the International Council of the Community. Following 
their indications, members participate, according to their capabilities, in the 
apostolic activities proposed by the Community and in services. 

19. Each member benefits from the prayer and counsel of the brothers and sisters. 
According to the law of the Church, each person may freely have recourse to a 
confessor or a spiritual director, while maintaining the disciple of the Community. 
Each member is helped by a companion in their journey in the Community, 
distinct from the Community’s local coordinators. The companion is chosen freely 
on the basis of a proposal made by those in charge of the companionship service, 
following the advice of the local Community leaders. Companionship is by 
someone of the same sex. The companion is bound by confidentiality. 

20. According to means and family responsibilities, each member makes a just 
financial contribution to the Community’s life and apostolate, fixing the amount 
freely. 

21. The Community provides its members with a biblical, theological and spiritual 
formation in conformity with the spirit of Vatican Council II, with the various 
ritual traditions9 and, more generally, with what the Church teaches. It also 
deepens the mystical life of contemplation and action in conformity with the 
Emmanuel Community’s own charism. 

22. The Community is entirely missionary. Some members, at their own request or in 
any case with their free agreement, can be sent to other dioceses or countries. 

PARTICULAR NORMS 

IV. - NORMS FOR CLERICS 

23. The profound communion between baptismal priesthood and ministerial 
priesthood, lived in the complementarity of states of life, is at the heart of the 
Emmanuel Community’s charism (see Preamble, c.). Clerics’ belonging to the 
Community is essential to the life of all its members in their common call to 

 
9. In conformity with canons 40, 403, 405 and 576 § 1 CCEO, on the observance of a member’s own oriental rite.  
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holiness and evangelisation. Together, clerics and laity form a single missionary 
corps in the service of the Church. 

The priests and deacons of the Emmanuel Community are committed in the 
Community and consecrated in the Fraternity of Jesus. They must also be 
members of the Clerical Association of the Emmanuel Community, an 
international public clerical association erected by the Congregation for the 
Clergy.  

Seminarians are consecrated in the Fraternity of Jesus or journey towards this 
consecration. 

24. Clerics have the same rights and obligations as other members: fraternal, 
contemplative and apostolic life with Adoration and celebration of the Eucharist 
(Divine Liturgy) according to their own rite, morning praise in common where 
possible, companionship, participation in a maisonnée and in Community 
meetings, payment of a just contribution, adherence to the orientations proposed 
by the Moderator General and the International Council, and participation in the 
apostolic activities and services of the Community (see arts. 14-22). 

In this fraternal community life with other states of life, the Community’s member 
priests find the source of a permanently renewed priestly ministry, the support 
needed for living ecclesiastical discipline in faithfulness to the Church, and the 
expression of their spiritual paternity (see Pastores dabo vobis, 68; Statutes of the 
Clerical Association of the Emmanuel Community (SCAEC)10, art. 3). 

25. The Cleric Responsible for Ordained Ministers in the Emmanuel Community is 
instituted by the Congregation for the Clergy (see canons 158-163 and 317 § 1 
CIC) on presentation of a list of three candidates proposed by the Moderator 
General of the Emmanuel Community, including an order of preference, a written 
presentation of each candidate and, in the case of candidates who are not 
incardinated in the Clerical Association, the prior written agreement of the 
Ordinary for this possible nomination, which will suppose full-time service in the 
Association. This list is drawn up by the Community’s Moderator General with the 
consent of the Clerical Association’s Council, given with a two-thirds majority 
(SCAEC, art. 17, 1°). 

The Cleric Responsible for Ordained Ministers is an ex officio member of the 
International Council, where he sits as a supernumerary with voting rights, only 
for the duration of his functions. He is fully part of the Community’s government. 

The Priest Delegate for the Formation of Ordained Ministers is named by the 
Cleric Responsible for Ordained Ministers, with the consent of the Clerical 
Association’s Council, and after having necessarily consulted the Moderator 
General of the Emmanuel Community, for a renewable mandate of five years (see 
SCAEC, art. 18, 2°). He is an ex officio member of the International Council of the 

 
10. See the appendix to these statutes. 
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Emmanuel Community, where he sits as a supernumerary with voting rights, for 
the duration of his functions. 

26. Clerics can be incardinated in a diocese (see SCAEC, Preamble, g. and art. 15) or 
in the Clerical Association of the Emmanuel Community (see SCAEC, Preamble g. 
and art. 14). 

27. Clerics already incardinated in a diocese can commit as associate clerics (see art. 
7) with the written agreement of their bishop. They do not journey in the 
Fraternity of Jesus and are not members of the Clerical Association of the 
Emmanuel Community (SCAEC, art. 8). Internal norms define the procedures for 
their commitment. 

After a time of journey and discernment as associate clerics, they can ask to 
commit in the Emmanuel Community and to make the consecration in the 
Fraternity of Jesus: 

–  with the written agreement of their bishop, 

–  with the agreement of both the Community’s Moderator General and the Cleric 
Responsible for Ordained Ministers. 

Commitment as a full member of the Emmanuel Community and consecration in 
the Fraternity of Jesus necessarily suppose adherence to the Clerical Association 
of the Emmanuel Community. A convention with the diocese will fix the 
procedures under which their ministry is exercised in respect of their 
membership of the Clerical Association and the Community (see SCAEC, art. 15). 

28. A College of Communion includes the International Council of the Community, the 
Council of the Fraternity of Jesus and the Council of the Clerical Association (see 
also SCAC art 19). On convocation by the Community’s Moderator General, it has 
one ordinary meeting per year. It studies questions and gives opinions concerning 
the unity of the two associations in faithfulness to the Emmanuel charism. Its 
opinions are adopted with a two-thirds majority. Its consent is necessary for the 
Moderator General and the Head of Ordained Ministers in appointing the 
Treasurer (see art. 36). This College of Communion is chaired by the Moderator 
General.   

 

V. PARTICULAR NORMS CONCERNING CELIBACY FOR THE KINGDOM 

29. Some lay men and women, members of the Emmanuel Community and journeying 
in the Fraternity of Jesus, can receive the grace to give themselves completely in 
celibacy for the Kingdom, bringing about a fuller personal availability for 
Adoration, compassion and evangelisation. 
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This commitment to celibacy includes the spirit of the evangelical counsels, a 
spirit of poverty and of availability. It is made in the framework of the Emmanuel 
Community, during a retreat of the Fraternity of Jesus. 

30. Internal norms approved by the Community’s International Council and the 
Council of the Fraternity of Jesus set out the particular rules for this state of life, 
on one hand for women, and on the other for men.  

31. The journey that leads to commitment in celibacy for the Kingdom in the 
Emmanuel Community and the Fraternity of Jesus includes a probationary period 
whose length is determined by internal norms. The commitment in celibacy for 
the Kingdom is made, after the probationary period, for a period of three years, 
and is renewable. It can be followed by a definitive commitment, always preceded 
by consecration in the Fraternity of Jesus. The brothers and sisters of the 
Emmanuel Community and the Fraternity of Jesus are the first witnesses of this 
commitment. For their part, they undertake to honour and support the person in 
this undertaking. 

32. On the Moderator General’s proposal, the International Council elects, among 
those in celibacy for the Kingdom, a woman and a man who, respectively, will be 
responsible for questions specific to the state of life of women and men in celibacy 
for the Kingdom. They are ex officio members of the International Council (see art. 
38). The mandate for this responsibility is five years, renewable once. However, it 
can be brought to an end in the same manner. 

They are vigilant that persons called to celibacy for the Kingdom in the 
Community live their vocation through deepening the human and spiritual 
dimensions set out in the internal norms for this state of life (see art. 30). 

VI. GOVERNMENT 

GENERAL NORMS 

33. The Emmanuel Community is governed by the Moderator General, assisted by the 
International Council of the Emmanuel Community, the Council of the Fraternity 
of Jesus (see arts. 48-49) and the International Bureau (see art. 43). 

Together they constitute the International Government. They are responsible for 
the common good of the Community and its members, and fundamentally for the 
Emmanuel charism. 

The International Advisory Committee and the Zone Advisory Committees are 
constituted following the procedures set out in article 46.  

The International Council and the Moderator General are elected by a College of 
Prayer and Election (see arts. 35 and 47). 
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THE MODERATOR GENERAL 

34. The Moderator General is responsible for the Community’s government. He or she 
assures the smooth running of the Community, encourages its sanctification, and 
coordinates its life and evangelisation. The Moderator General represents the 
Community before religious and civil authorities, and chairs the International 
Council, the Council of the Fraternity of Jesus, the International Bureau and the 
College of Communion. 

35. The Moderator General is elected by the College of Prayer and Election, with a 
two-thirds majority, for a mandate of five years, renewable once, from among the 
laity who have taken the step of consecration in the Fraternity of Jesus and who 
are members of one of the following bodies: 
– The newly-elected International Council and the outgoing International 

Council 

– The outgoing International Bureau; 

– The Council of the Fraternity of Jesus. 

The election of a member of one of these bodies as General Moderator terminates 
his or her term of office in that body. If he/she is a member of the International 
Council, he/she is replaced on the Council by the first of the elected substitute 
members in the order of ranking (cf art 38) If he/she is a member of the Fraternity 
Council or of the International Bureau, he/she is replaced by a new member 
appointed by the Moderator General for this purpose. 

The outgoing Moderator General who has only served one mandate can always be 
re-elected for a second mandate. No-one can have more than two mandates as 
Moderator General, whether they are consecutive or not. 

This election must be confirmed by the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life, in 
application of canon 317 § 1 CIC. 

When the functions of a Moderator General come to an end, he or she can no 
longer sit on the Community’s International Council. In the case of being re-
elected to the Council without being re-elected as Moderator, the mandate as a 
member of the Council ceases automatically. He or she is replaced on the Council 
by the highest ranked of the substitute elected members (see art. 38). 
 
The Moderator General can give up this responsibility before the end of a mandate 
if considering himself or herself no longer able to assume these duties. In this case, 
respecting the same conditions as set out above, the College of Prayer and Election 
shall proceed to the election of a new Moderator General, for the time that remains 
of the predecessor’s mandate. 

In the case of a grave beach either of the dignity of these duties or of probity or 
moral integrity, the International Council of the Emmanuel Community and the 
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Council of the Fraternity can assemble to revoke the Moderator General, voting 
with a four-fifths majority. The same applies if the Moderator General is affected 
during the mandate by a physical or psychological incapacity to carry out his or 
her functions. In these circumstances, always respecting the same conditions as 
set out above, the College of Prayer and Election shall proceed to the election of a 
new Moderator General, for the time that remains of the predecessor’s mandate. 

When the Moderator General renounces his office or is dismissed or dies before 
the end of term of his office, the International Council and the Fraternity Council, 
convened by the Dean of their members, proceed to the election of a person from 
among themselves, charged with assuming the interim government of the 
Community and with implementing the election of the Moderator’s successor, at 
the latest within one year of his election. The modalities of the election shall be 
determined by internal rules. 

The revocation of the Moderator General, the election of the person in charge of 
the interim government and the election of the new Moderator General must be 
confirmed by the Dicastery for the Laity, Family and Life (see canon 317 para 
1/CIC mentioned above) 

36. The Moderator General exercises authority either ordinarily and directly, having 
consulted the Council or received its consent where required (see arts 41 and 42), 
or by delegation. A special delegation for a particular act can be given in writing, 
A general delegation for a series of acts or for a pastoral responsibility must be 
granted in writing and have the International Council’s consent (art. 41). The 
delegate cannot sub-delegate without the Moderator General’s consent. 

Under the presidency of the Moderator General, the International Council can 
delegate some of its responsibilities to local councils or bureaux, if necessary. 

For the management of patrimony, the Moderator General is assisted by the 
Treasurer, named jointly by the Community’s Moderator General and the Cleric 
Responsible for Ordained Ministers, with the consent of the College of 
Communion, expressed with a two-thirds majority (see SCAEC, art. 34). 

The Treasurer takes part in meetings of the Council with the right to vote.  

37. The Cleric Responsible for Ordained Ministers is instituted by the Congregation 
for the Clergy on a proposal from the Community’s Moderator General, according 
to the conditions set out in article 25 of the present Statutes. 

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE EMMANUEL COMMUNITY 

38. The International Council of the Emmanuel Community is comprised of: 

–  Fifteen elected full members; 

–  Five ex officio members;  

–  Five elected substitute members. 
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Members are elected for five years from among the committed members of the 
Emmanuel Community, consecrated in the Fraternity of Jesus and forming part of 
the College of Prayer and Election (see art. 47). They are free to accept the 
mandate. These mandates are renewable once only. Once this maximum ten-year 
limit has been reached, re-election is only possible after a vacancy of at least one 
term. 

 

The ex officio members are as follows: 

– The Cleric Responsible for Ordained Ministers, instituted by the Congregation 
for the Clergy (see SCAEC, art. 17, 1°); 

– The Priest Delegate for Formation of the Clerical Association of the Emmanuel 
Community, named by the Cleric Responsible for Ordained Ministers with the 
consent of his Council (SCAEC, art. 18, 2°); 

– The woman responsible for questions specific to women who are celibate for 
the Kingdom, elected by the Community’s International Council on the 
Moderator General’s proposal (see art. 32); 

– The man responsible for questions specific to men who are celibate for the 
Kingdom, also elected by the Community’s International Council on the 
Moderator General’s proposal (see art. 32); 

– The Treasurer, named jointly by the Moderator General and the Cleric 
Responsible for Ordained Ministers with the consent of the College of 
Communion (see art. 28). 

The elected substitute members do not sit on the Council. Where required, they 
have the vocation to replace full members who give up their functions during their 
mandates. To this end they are ranked from highest to lowest on the basis of the 
number of votes obtained during the last round of voting by the College of Prayer 
and Election. 

Elected full members and ex officio members sit on the Council with voting rights. 

39. With the Moderator General, the Council establishes the general orientations of 
the Community’s life, apostolate and formation in conformity with its own 
charism. It is the guarantor for communion and solidarity in the Community. It is 
convoked by the Moderator General at least four times per year. 

40. The running of the Council and of the Community’s international government 
more generally, are the object of internal norms approved by the Councils.  

The International Council’s agenda is established by the Moderator General. 

41. THE CONSENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL is required in order for the 
Moderator General to: 

–  constitute the International Bureau: 

–  define and modify zones; 
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–  adopt the internal norms mentioned in these statutes; 

–  accept commitments in celibacy; 

- conclude with anyone conventions committing the Community in the long-
term and which are not within the competence of the Clerical Association of the 
Emmanuel Community; 

–  designate, confirm or renew in their responsibilities the Moderator General’s 
Delegates, and the coordinators of major services, be they apostolic, spiritual 
or International material; 

–  delegate in a permanent manner a part of the Moderator General’s powers; 

–  appoint the Treasurer; 

–  approve the annual budget and financial statement; 

– make important decisions concerning patrimony: acts of disposition and 
extraordinary administrative acts. 

 

After each of its meetings, the International Council will transmit a report of the 
decisions made to the Council of the Clerical Association of the Emmanuel 
Community. 

42. CONSULTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL is required in order for the 
Moderator General to: 

–  confirm Bureaux for Zones; 

–  appoint the non-elected members of the International Advisory Committee; 

–  convoke meetings of the Advisory Committees and establish their agenda; 

–  convoke the College of Prayer and Election. 

Consultation of the Council is also required for the admission of candidates for 
priesthood destined to be incardinated in the Clerical Association of the 
Emmanuel Community or of priests who request this incardination. 

THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 

43. The Moderator General establishes, with the Council’s consent, an International 
Bureau in order to assist in the Community’s daily government. This Bureau is 
chaired by the Moderator General and composed of the Cleric Responsible for 
Ordained Ministers (see arts. 25 and 37), the persons responsible for questions 
specific to celibacy for the Kingdom (see art. 38), the Moderator General’s 
Delegates for Zones (see art. 45), the Treasurer (see art. 36) and other 
coordinators of major central services appointed by the International Council (see 
art. 41). 

The International Bureau assists the Moderator General in the daily running of 
the Community, the coordination of various local instances of government and the 
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preparation of questions that are to be submitted to the Council (see arts. 41 and 
42). 

DELEGATION OF GOVERNMENT AT LOCAL LEVELS: ZONES AND PROVINCES 

44. Community Zones are defined by the Moderator General with the Council’s 
consent according to the number of persons, the centres of activity and the degree 
of development of the Community. 

Within these zones, provinces are defined by the delegate of the Moderator 
General for the zone with the agreement of his bureau. The decision must be 
ratified by the Moderator General, after consultation with the International 
Council. The organization of zones and province is determined by internal norms 
approved by the International Council. 

 
45. The Delegate of the Moderator General for a zone is appointed by the Moderator 

General with the Council’s consent for a mission of five years, renewable once. 
The Delegate exercises responsibility by delegation from the Moderator General, 
to whom he or she gives account faithfully of this mission. The Delegate must be 
consecrated in the Fraternity of Jesus. The Delegate’s functions can cease in 
advance of this either by resignation or on being revoked by the Moderator 
General with the consent of the International Council.  
The Moderator General’s Delegate works with a bureau and regularly consults the 
Consultative Committee of the zone 
 

With the bureau, the Delegate has the task of organising the life of the Community 
and the Fraternity of Jesus in the zone entrusted to him or her. 

 

The Delegate supervises the putting into practice – by local coordinators – of the 
follow-up of persons, apostolic activities and the formation defined by the Council.  

 

The Delegate accepts commitments in the Community, with the consent of the 
Zone Bureau. 

 

The Delegate acts in relationship with, and under the control of, the Moderator 
General, to whom he or she gives account regularly. Under the Moderator 
General’s responsibility, the Delegate works in communion with the other zones. 
In the same way, the Delegate is in relation with the zone’s bishops or Ordinaries. 

The Moderator General’s Delegates cannot combine this responsibility with 
membership of the International Council. A member of this Council who accepts 
the responsibility as Zone Delegate resigns from membership of the Council. This 
person is replaced on the Council by the first in rank of the substitute elected 
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members (see art. 38). The Moderator General’s Delegates take part in the 
International Council without voting rights and as defined by internal norms.  

The International Government has the ability to intervene in the government of a 
zone, a province or any other geographical entity when this concerns the best 
interests of persons, questions of apostolate, ecclesial relations, the application of 
the Community’s own charism and, more generally, the dynamism of the zone in 
solidarity with the whole Community. 

ZONE ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND THE INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

46. 1) The Community has advisory bodies under the responsibility of the Moderator 
General. It is composed of an International Advisory Committee and Zone 
Advisory Committees. 

All Advisory Committees include an elected membership of three-quarters. 

The non-elected members of the International Advisory Committee are appointed 
by the Moderator General, after consultation with the Council. 

The non-elected members of each Zone Advisory Committee are appointed by the 
Moderator’s Delegate for the zone, after consultation of the Zone Bureau and with 
the consent of the Moderator General. 

The mandate for all these members is five years. 

2°) To be eligible for a Zone Advisory Committee, it is necessary to be committed 
in the Community and consecrated or in the probationary stage in the Fraternity 
of Jesus. To be eligible for the International Advisory Committee, it is necessary to 
be a member of a Zone Advisory Committee or a Zone Bureau. 

The number of persons to be elected for the International Advisory Committee 
and the Zone Advisory Committees is established by the Council in proportion to 
the number of committed members. The International Advisory Committee 
consists of one hundred members.  

Elections are done in two stages: 

– the committed members of each zone elect the Zone Advisory Committee’s 
elected members; 

– the members of the Zone Advisory Committees and the Zone Bureaux elect 
among themselves those who will be the International Advisory Committee’s 
elected members.  

The International Council establishes the timetable for elections. The electoral 
process is the object of internal norms approved and revisable by the 
Community’s International Council and the Council of the Fraternity of Jesus.  

3°) The International Advisory Committee is convened by the Moderator General. 
Its members are thus invited to reflect with the International Council on questions 
concerning the Community’s life and future. To this end, they give and receive 
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information, undertake the studies asked of them and give their opinion on the 
questions submitted to them. They have neither a right to vote nor any authority.  

The Moderator General, the members of the International Council and of the 
Council of the Fraternity of Jesus, the members of the International Bureau, the 
heads of the major apostolic services appointed by the Council, the members of 
the Clerical Association of the Emmanuel Community as well as the delegates of 
the Head of ordained ministers participate in the meetings of the International 
Consultative Committee. 

4°) The Moderator General must consult the International Advisory Committee 
on statutory modifications. 

5°) The Advisory Committees are convened by the delegate of the Moderator 
General for the zone with the agreement of the Moderator General. 

The Moderator General’s delegate for the zone and his bureau organise the 
meetings of the Advisory Committee of their zone. The Moderator General and 
members of the International Council may always attend. 

THE COLLEGE OF PRAYER AND ELECTION 

47. The goal of the College of Prayer and Election is to proceed to the election of the 
members of the International Council and then the election of the Moderator 
General in discernment and prayer. The Moderator General convenes it in due 
time. 
It is composed of the Members of the International Advisory Committee (see art. 
46), the International Council of the Community, the Council of the Fraternity of 
Jesus, the International Bureau and the Council of the Clerical Association of the 
Emmanuel Community.  
For the election of the Moderator General, the procedure indicated in article 35 is 
followed. 
Only those members of the College of Prayer and Election consecrated in the 
Fraternity of Jesus are eligible as members of the International Council of the 
Emmanuel Community. 
Members of the Council of the Fraternity of Jesus and the Council of the Clerical 
Association are not eligible for election to the International Council. 
The election of the Council is done in prayer to the Holy Spirit, freely and 
responsibly, seeking the will of God. Particular care is taken concerning the 
common good, the communion of states of life, the expression of the Community’s 
charism in the service of, and in profound union with, the Church, missionary 
dynamism and international representation. 

The whole electoral process is the object of internal norms approved and 
revisable by the International Council of the Community and the Council of the 
Fraternity of Jesus. 
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VII. NORMS CONCERNING THE FRATERNITY OF JESUS 

48. The Council of the Fraternity of Jesus, under the authority of the Moderator 
General, is competent for all that concerns faithfulness to the Emmanuel charism, 
the foundations of formation and companionship, the dynamism of the Fraternity 
and the organisation of its retreats.  

Consultation of the Council is required for steps of probation and consecration in 
the Fraternity of Jesus. These stages in this journey are established by internal 
norms, approved by the Councils of the Community and the Fraternity. The spirit 
and the framework of consecration and of availability for mission in the 
Emmanuel Community are set out in the Preamble.  

 

49. The Council of the Fraternity of Jesus comprises of nine members who belong 
neither to the International Council nor the International Bureau. They are 
appointed by the Moderator General for a term of five years, renewable once, from 
among consecrated members with an acknowledged experience. At least one of 
them is chosen from among the clerical members of the Clerical Association of the 
Emmanuel Community, who are not members of its Council. 

The Cleric who is Head of the Ordained Ministers is an ex-officio member of the 
Fraternity Council. 

50. The Moderator General can convene the two Councils together where he or she 
judges this necessary for the good of the Community. 

The Moderator must convene the Council of the Fraternity of Jesus at least three 
times per year. 

OTHER NORMS 

VIII. DEPARTURE FROM THE COMMUNITY AND THE FRATERNITY 

51. A member’s decision not to renew the annual commitment in the Emmanuel 
Community leads to departure from the Community and, equally, from the 
Fraternity of Jesus, if the person was a member. The Moderator General acts on 
this decision not to renew annual commitment and confirms in writing to the 
person concerned their departure from the Community and if it applies, from the 
Fraternity of Jesus.  
This departure brings to an end all rights and obligations arising from 
membership of the Community. This decision does not create an obstacle to later 
readmission with the Community’s consent. 
For members who are clerics, the provisions of articles 37 and 38 of the Statutes 
of the Clerical Association of the Emmanuel Community must also be respected.  
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52. In conformity with canons 316 CIC and 580 CCEO, members who publicly reject 
the Catholic faith, or defect from ecclesiastical communion, or who have been 
punished by an imposed or declared excommunication, or by a major 
excommunication, will be dismissed from the Community. 

A member can also be dismissed for other external grave causes, attributable and 
juridically proven. Particularly constitutive of these causes is behaviour 
demonstrating an incompatibility with the duties of members in the Emmanuel 
Community and the Fraternity of Jesus, as they are codified in these statutes. 

The decision to dismiss should always be preceded by a warning, inviting the 
member to put an end to the situation which is attributed to him or her, within six 
months. During this period, the Moderator General will attempt to bring about the 
member’s reform. The decision to dismiss can only be taken if the member 
persists in the behaviour in question beyond the end of this period. During this 
period, the rights and duties arising from membership of the Community can be 
suspended. 

A member cannot be the object of a decision to dismiss without first having been 
given an opportunity to provide an explanation to the International Council and, 
where the member is consecrated in the Fraternity, to the Council of the 
Fraternity of Jesus, in full respect of the rights of defence recognised by the 
Church’s universal legislation. 

In all cases, the decision to dismiss is taken by the Moderator General, after 
consultation with the International Council of the Emmanuel Community and, 
where the member is consecrated in the Fraternity of Jesus, the Council of the 
Fraternity of Jesus. 

Dismissal brings to an end all rights and duties arising from membership of the 
Community. 

A dismissed member has the right to recourse against the decision to dismiss, 
before the competent Dicastery, in the framework of the universal law of the 
Church. 

Members of the Community who leave legitimately or have been legitimately 
dismissed cannot claim any compensation for works accomplished in the 
Community. 

The Community will show equity and evangelical charity towards members 
separated from it. 

IX. ECCLESIASTICAL ASSISTANT 

53. The Emmanuel Community’s Ecclesiastical Assistant is appointed by the 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life (see canon 317 § 1 CIC) after consultation with 
the Moderator General. His mandate is for five years, renewable four times in 
succession. The Assistant must have obtained the prior consent of his Ordinary 
(see canon 317 § 1 CIC). 
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54. The Ecclesiastical Assistant particularly assists the Community and the Fraternity 
in stimulating sacramental life, sanctification, theological, biblical and spiritual 
formation, the spirit of evangelisation according to its own charism, and 
faithfulness to the Church and to its various ritual traditions. He does not take part 
in its government. 

X. THE COMMUNITY’S PATRIMONY AND ADMINISTRATION 

55. The Emmanuel Community, a public association of the faithful with juridical 
personality, is the owner of the goods it acquires, and administers them according 
to its statutory goals, under the higher direction of the Dicastery for Laity, Family 
and Life, to which the Community must give an annual account of its 
administration, in conformity with canon 319 CIC. 
The acquisition, administration and alienation of temporal goods of which the 
Community is the owner are subject to respect for the canons relating to 
ecclesiastical goods, in conformity with canon 1257 CIC. 
The Moderator General administers the Emmanuel Community’s temporal goods 
with the assistance of a Finance Council. It is composed of the Treasurer, a 
member of the International Council and at a minimum three Community 
members expert in economic and financial affairs, appointed by the Moderator 
General with the consent of the Council (see canons 1279 and 1280 CIC). Its role 
is to assist the Moderator General and the Treasurer in managing goods, and to 
give opinions to the International Council on economic and financial questions. 
The Emmanuel Community’s patrimony is in the service of its mission, lived in 
communion by its members of all states of life. 
The Emmanuel Community may possess and assign to the Clerical Association the 
movable goods which are necessary for its mission (cf. SCAC, art. 34). 
It is also the guarantor of the continuity of the service of awarding salaries and 
pensions to clerics incardinated in the Clerical Association (cf. SCAC, art. 34). 
With due respect to the autonomy inherent in the nature of a clerical association, 
the Emmanuel Community and the Clerical Association may have a common 
canonical service and administrative services in common in order to foster unity 
in mission (cf. SCAC, art. 34.). 

56. Each member maintains the property and management of his or her own personal 
goods. 

57. Each member commits, according to his or her own possibilities and 
responsibilities, by a voluntary contribution: 

1° to participating in shared expenses where the case arises (e.g. residency in 
common); 

2° to supporting the life of the Community and its activities and, if possible, to 
supporting the Community’s missionary, apostolic and charitable undertakings. 
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58. The service given to the Community by members who are clerics is the object of 
remuneration by the Community. 

59. In the case of dissolution or suppression (see canon 320), the Community’s 
remaining resources will be allocated by the Council to a public juridical person 
centred on the Eucharist and with analogous apostolic goals, namely a body that 
is essentially missionary and faithful to the Roman Catholic Church, with the 
consent of the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. 

XI. MODIFICATION OF THE STATUTES 

60. The Statutes can be translated, with the French version remaining the norm. 

Modifications to these statutes will require the consent of the combined Councils 
of the Community and the Fraternity, with a majority of two-thirds, after 
consultation with the International Advisory Committee, and must be submitted 
for approval to the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life, in application of canon 314 
CIC. Modification of a provision of the Statutes of the Emmanuel Community that 
concerns clerics must also be approved with respect for the procedure set out in 
article 40 of the Statutes of the Clerical Association of the Emmanuel Community. 

 

XII. COMMISSION FOR THE PREVENTION OF AND THE FIGHT AGAINST ABUSE 

 

61. The Emmanuel Community includes an internal commission charged with 
preventing and examining the various abuses affecting the conscience, dignity 
and physical or mental integrity of persons committed within the framework of 
the Community’s missions or by one of its members. 

Internal rules determine the number of members of the Commissions, the manner 
of their appointment and the rules of operation of the Commission designed to 
ensure its independence, competence and impartiality. 

 


